
 
 

America's techiest cities: Silicon Valley No. 1, but who's No. 
2? 
Hint: It's not Boston or Seattle, according to Census Bureau stats 
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October 02, 2007 (Computerworld) -- The highest concentration of IT professionals in the U.S. is -- you guessed it -
- in Silicon Valley. But naming the No. 2 spot isn't as easy, and the answer might surprise you.  

The runner-up isn't a well-known tech center like Boston or Seattle/Redmond; it's the Washington metro area.  

"It kind of belies some of the perceptions of where the hiring is, where people work in this field," said John 
Challenger, president of Chicago-based outsourcing firm Challenger, Gray & Christmas Inc. "[Many typically] think 
that most people in IT work in Silicon Valley, and they might add in Washington state, Seattle and maybe Austin," he 
said.  

Data for 2006 from the U.S. Census Bureau's annual American Community Survey (ACS), released just last 
month, reveal what could be called a metropolitan 
area's "TQ" (technology quotient) -- how "techie" a 
region's overall workforce is, based on the number 
of self-reported computer professionals. And some 
of the results turn stereotypes upside down. (See 
our interactive national map, or query the 
database for a specific metro area.)  

Roughly 6% of the D.C. metro area workforce is 
made up of "computer specialists," compared with 
8.3% in Silicon Valley. The third-highest 
concentration of IT workers is in Raleigh/Cary, 
N.C., at 5.3% of the workforce, followed closely by 
Boulder, Colo., and Huntsville, Ala., each at 5.2%. 
The remainder of the top 10 technology worker 
areas is rounded out, in order, by 
Bloomington/Normal, Ill.; Trenton-Ewing, N.J.; 
Austin-Round Rock, Texas; Manchester-Nashua, 
N.H.; and Seattle-Tacoma-Bellevue, Wash.  

Not everyone is 
surprised by the 
latest numbers.  

"We always 
thought we 
belong in the 
same breath as 
the Silicon Valley 

folks ... because we always had a significant 
workforce in IT," said Richard Doud, president of 
the Arlington (Va.) Chamber of Commerce. 
"There's a lot of IT jobs in the area. There's a lot 
going on here."  

That's due largely to the heavy concentration of 
government agencies and contractors. In addition, 
companies tend to congregate where there already 
are government facilities, educational facilities and 
other businesses. "Companies like to group," he 
said. "It has to do with the availability of workers."  

Despite the high percentage of tech professionals 
in the area, hiring can be a challenge. "There are a 
lot of IT people around here," agreed Jay Atkinson, 
an Alexandria, Va.-based business consultant who 
has done IT hiring as a chief financial officer at 
three different companies. "There's a tremendous 
demand for them ... though they can be hard to 
find."  

The Census Bureau data also shows that IT 
worker pay tends to reflect the percentage of 
techies in the workforce. The annual average 
salary for computer and information systems 
managers in Silicon Valley as of May 2006 was 
$139,460, according to the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. In the D.C. metro area, that figure was 
$122,950. Around Raleigh, N.C., it was $102,880. 

 

 

 
 

 
Application Performance: Best Practices for 
Optimizing Business Performance  
Endpoint Security Deep Dive  
Symantec Endpoint Security  

 
Extending Your Management Reach to Remote Users  
Endpoint Security - More secure. Less complex. Less 
costs...More control.  
Symantec Network Access Control  

 
Computerworld Technology Briefing: Optimizing 
Branch File Management with File Area Networks  
Computerworld Technology Briefing: The Business 
Case for Network Backup and WAN Acceleration  
Intelligent Users Use Business Intelligence  

  
Sign up to receive Security Resource Alerts 

   
IT workers in the U.S.A.  

America's techiest cities  
Women in IT go east  
Map: 2006 Computer 
Employment by Metro Area 
Metro Area Query Tool  

  

 

America's Techiest Metro Areas  

 
 

Japan's NTT DoCoMo admits 
subscriber loss crisis  
The 10 biggest Web 
annoyances  
NEC gets first order for SX-9 
supercomputer  

Leopard apps and system 
tools offer subtle, yet 
powerful, changes  
Mac Trojan prowls porn sites  
Storm Trojan dupes users 
with Halloween jig  

More top stories   

 

 

 
 

Personal - CIO.com - 
Business Technology 
Leadership 
Industry Switch - CIO.com - 
Business Technology 
Leadership 
My Keys to Career Success: 
Former Gillette CEO's Advice 
for Leaders - CIO.com - 
Business ... 

 
The 
Business/Technology 
Portfolio: A Deep Dive 
Into IT Creativity and 
Excellence 
 

 
See the 
agenda  

Register to 
attend  

Sponsorship 
opportunities   

  

  

March 9-11, 2008 
Rosen Shingle Creek Resort 
Orlando, Florida  
 

 
Fired up about 
IT?  
Join Sharkbait 

Page 1 of 4America's techiest cities: Silicon Valley No. 1, but who's No. 2?

11/1/2007http://www.computerworld.com/action/article.do?command=viewArticleBasic&articleId=9039699



 
 

  
Subscribe to our e-mail 
newsletters 
For more info on a specific 
newsletter, click the title. 
Details will be displayed in a 
new window. 
 

 
More E-Mail Newsletters  
 

 
 

       
 
 

  
Subscribe to 
Computerworld  
40 years of the 
most 
authoritative 
source of news 
and information 
for IT leaders.  

 
 

  
 

CareerMail 
Computerworld Daily 
News (First Look and 
Wrap-Up)
Computerworld Blogs 
Newsletter
The Weekly Top 10

Enter E-mail Address

Enter E-mail Address

 
 

Continued... 
1 | 2 | NEXT   

  

   

 

 
  

 

Metro Area Total IT Workers % of Workforce

San Jose-Sunnyvale-Santa Clara, Calif. 71,426 8.3%

Washington-Arlington-Alexandria, D.C.-Va.-Md.-W.Va. 170,429 6.1%

Raleigh-Cary, N.C. 27,020 5.3%

Boulder, Colo. 7,925 5.2%

Huntsville, Ala. 9,390 5.2%

Bloomington-Normal, Ill. 4,216 5.0%

Trenton-Ewing, N.J. 8,519 4.8%

Austin-Round Rock, Texas 37,206 4.8%

Manchester-Nashua, N.H. 9,814 4.5%

Seattle-Tacoma-Bellevue, Wash. 75,557 4.5%

Colorado Springs, Colo. 12,511 4.3%

San Francisco-Oakland-Fremont, Calif. 89,989 4.3%
 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2006 American Community Survey. For more metro areas, see the interactive 
map or query the database.
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