
Enterprise Development 
 
 

Enterprise Development (ED) is a critical tool for an expansion program. ED has a very 
broad definition that ranges from micro-businesses that fill the needs of small 
neighborhoods, to early-stage companies with the ability to grow into significant 
generators of wealth and job creation through their role as a primary employer.  
 
The Colorado Springs EDC believes that a strong entrepreneurial culture is critical to a 
successful and vibrant economy, and its role is to help facilitate Enterprise 
Development through the support of organizations directly responsible for assisting 
companies as small as a sole-proprietor, to early-stage companies with significant 
institutional investment.  
 
Each community has different organizations and partners that work toward growing 
start-ups and supporting small businesses.  Examples of local partners in the Pikes 
Peak region: The Colorado Springs Technology Incubator, Peak Venture Group, High 
Altitude Investors, Small Business Development Center (SBDC), SCORE, Chamber of 
Commerce, and the Colorado Homeland Defense Alliance, are focused directly on 
assisting the Colorado Springs entrepreneurial community. The EDC directly assists 
entrepreneurs through its Project Scout program and database, and through its 
support of the Segway Economic Gardening program. 
 
The Pikes Peak region’s unique attributes contribute to a strong entrepreneurial 
culture. There are over 15 institutions of higher learning with a vast array of offerings, 
including a Bachelor’s Degree in Innovation at the University of Colorado at Colorado 
Springs.  
 
Resources to assist entrepreneurs: 
Local Chambers of Commerce 
Small Business Development Centers 
Networking Groups  
Incubators 
University programs and resources 
CO Office of Economic Development and International Trade – www.advancecolorado.com 
State Venture Capital Authority (VCA) - www.colorado.gov/cs/Satellite/OEDIT/ 
 
For reference: 
Colorado Springs Chamber of Commerce – www.coloradospringschamber.org 
Colorado Springs Technology Incubator  -- www.cstionline.org 
Peak Venture Group  - www.peakventure.org 
Small Business Development Center – www.cssbdc.org 
Other resources – www.springssmallbiz.com 
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